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The Foundation of Safe and Smart Schools

Today, schools and universities need more than just a
loudspeaker to communicate with students and staff. Modern 
campuses require smart, integrated communication systems 
that can handle everything from daily announcements to critical 
emergency alerts. While often used interchangeably, Public 
Address (PA), Paging, and Intercom systems are distinct 
tools that, when combined, create a unified platform for 
safety and efficiency.

This is the nucleus of school communication, designed for 
one-way broadcasts to a large audience.

Understanding the Components
Public Address (PA) Systems: Mass Communication

Emergency Broadcasting: The most vital function. A PA system can 
override all other communication to issue immediate, clear instructions 
during a lockdown, fire, or severe weather event. This ability to broadcast 
critical messages quickly can save lives. 

Daily Announcements: PA systems are the backbone of a school’s 
routine, used for morning announcements, event reminders, and 
sharing important news with the entire student body and staff.

Bell Schedules: They ensure consistency and order by automatically 
signaling the start and end of classes, lunch periods, and other transitions.

A paging system provides a more refined, precise way to deliver messages to 
specific areas, or "zones," without disrupting the entire campus.

Paging Systems: Targeted Alerts

Zone-Based Communication: An administrator can page a specific 
group of classrooms, a single wing of a building, or an outdoor 
athletic field, ensuring the message is heard only where it's needed.

Administrative Paging: This feature allows staff to be summoned 
to the front office or a specific location promptly.

Zone Paging 
NQ-ZPMS-G2

Clock/Message
Display  done through the 

NQ-GA10PV

Why Integrated Communication
is a Must for Education

Campus
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An intercom system adds a crucial layer of security and convenience by allowing for two-way 
conversations between different locations.

The Unbeatable Advantage of Integration
In a crisis, a single command can activate a pre-programmed emergency sequence of events. This 
might involve broadcasting a lockdown message via the PA system, triggering visual alerts for those 
with hearing impairments, and simultaneously alerting first responders.

The evolution from a simple PA system to an integrated platform of paging, intercom, and public 
address is indispensable for creating a safe, efficient, and well-managed learning environment.

Bogen’s Nyquist System serves as a powerful 
mass notification, intercom, and paging platform 
that allows third-party integration with a
well-established Technology Partner Ecosystem.

Bogen and its technology partners provide the 
most expansive range of features and capabilities 
on the market to create tightly integrated, 
event-specific, optimized emergency responses 
that can allow Mass Notification, Automated 
Response Initiation, and Real-time Monitoring.

When these three systems are combined into a single, networked platform, they create a 
powerful, cohesive solution.

Technology Partner Ecosystem

Digital Call Switch 
NQ-E7020-G2

Classroom-to-Office Communication: A teacher can use a 
two-way intercom call the front office for assistance with a 
medical issue or behavioral problem without leaving their 
students unattended.

Visitor Management: Intercoms at building entrances allow 
front office staff to screen visitors before granting them access.

Internal Staff Communication: They enable quick, private 
conversations between staff members in different rooms or 
buildings, improving collaboration and response time.

Intercom Systems: Two-Way Communication
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